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Mid Cumberland Region’s Celebration of Excellence provides recent high
school graduates with new laptops from the Department of Children’s
Services and Connected Tennessee’s Computer 4 Kids program
Nashville, TN – On Wednesday, June 5, Connected Tennessee, the Computers 4
Kids program, and Tennessee’s Department of Children Services presented 38 foster
children from the Mid Cumberland region who are either graduating from high school this
spring or on track to graduate and have exhibited positive behavior throughout the
school year with new laptops as a way to recognize and celebrate their achievements.
As part of the Computers 4 Kids: Preparing Tennessee’s Next Generation for Success
project, the C4K program deploys computers, academic support programs, and
workforce training to two disparate, but especially at-risk, populations: those in the
state's foster care system who are "aging out" as they turn 18, and youth who are active
in the state’s 76 Boys & Girls Clubs. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Actfunded program will impact the lives of nearly 60,000 youth across the state throughout
the life of the grant – providing a helping hand to youth who are working hard to attain a
better life for themselves.
Wednesday’s event was held at NovaCopy, Inc. in Nashville and included remarks from
State Representatives including Joe Pitts, Mary Littleton, and Joshua Evans. Other
speakers such as motivational speaker Paula M. Farmer and DCS Mid Cumberland
Family to Family Coordinator Jackie Bryant offered words of congratulations and
encouragement to the youth.
“This is such a wonderful endeavor by Connected Tennessee and I am truly grateful for
all their hard work with at-risk children,” said Representative Littleton. “It is exciting to
see academic excellence being rewarded and I look forward to the continued success of
this important program over the coming years."

"I am proud of all the kids in this program that have worked so hard to be where they are
today,” said Representative Evans. “I look forward to seeing even more success in the
future and encourage each and every one of them to never give up on their hopes and
dreams."
"This program is a great example of when policy matches practice,” said Representative
Pitts. “Technological proficiency is vital in a 21st century workplace and we are proud of
everyone in this room for taking the initiative to be prepared for the future.”
In five years, the Computers 4 Kids program has:
•
•
•
•
•

Awarded more than 4,400 computers to youth in need across the state
Supported all 76 of the state’s Boys & Girls Clubs
Provided computers to more than 2,890 foster youth aging out of the Department
of Children’s Services program
Helped the Boys & Girls Clubs in Tennessee youth to complete over 90,000
hours of computer training
Impacted all 95 counties in Tennessee

The “Preparing Tennessee’s Next Generation for Success” project is a result of a $2.3
million American Recovery and Reinvestment Act grant awarded to the C4K program in
August 2010 by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and
Information Administration’s Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP).
BTOP provides grants to support the deployment of broadband infrastructure, enhance
and expand public computer centers, and encourage sustainable adoption of broadband
service.
For more information, please visit our website at www.connectedtn.org.
Photo: From left, Connected Tennessee Executive Director Corey Johns,
Representative Joe Pitts, foster youth James Edmondson, foster youth Jacklyn Jackson,
Representative Mary Littleton, Representative Joshua Evans at the Mid Cumberland
Computers 4 Kids celebration on Wednesday.
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About Connected Tennessee: As Tennessee’s state broadband initiative, Connected
Tennessee is a public-private partnership that joins with technology-minded businesses,
government entities, universities and non-profit organizations to improve economic
development and enhance quality of life by accelerating Tennessee’s technology
landscape. For maps, research or more information about what Connected Tennessee is
doing to expand broadband access, adoption, and use, visit www.connectedtn.org.

	
  
About Computers 4 Kids: Preparing Tennessee’s Next Generation for Success:
Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids program is helping to prepare Tennessee’s
most vulnerable youth for success by providing them with connectivity. The program
promotes economic, career, and educational development through the provision of
computers and broadband Internet, online technology training, career training, and
community awareness that highlights the benefits of technology adoption.

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

	
  

