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South Central Region’s Celebration of Excellence provides students and
recent high school graduates with new laptops from the Department of
Children’s Services and Connected Tennessee’s Computer 4 Kids program
Nashville, TN – On Saturday, June 1, Connected Tennessee, the Computers 4 Kids
program, and Tennessee’s Department of Children Services presented 38 foster
children from the South Central region who are either graduating from high school this
spring or on track to graduate and have exhibited positive behavior throughout the
school year with new laptops as a way to recognize and celebrate their achievements.
As part of the Computers 4 Kids: Preparing Tennessee’s Next Generation for Success
project, the C4K program deploys computers, academic support programs, and
workforce training to two disparate, but especially at-risk, populations: those in the
state's foster care system who are "aging out" as they turn 18, and youth who are active
in the state’s 76 Boys & Girls Clubs. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Actfunded program will impact the lives of nearly 60,000 youth across the state throughout
the life of the grant – providing a helping hand to youth who are working hard to attain a
better life for themselves.
Saturday’s event was held at the First Cumberland Presbyterian Church Family Life
Center in Columbia and included remarks from State Senator Jim Tracy, former foster
youth and current DCS staff member Michelle Crowley, Connected Tennessee
Executive Director Corey Johns, and DCS Regional Administrator Lisa Williamson.
Senator Tracy emphasized the importance of having PRIDE (Potential, Responsibility,
Influence, Determination, Enthusiasm). He said, “Every individual in this room has the
potential, responsibility, influence, determination, and enthusiasm to do great things.”
Crowley was able to share her experiences in the foster care system as well as offer
some inspiring words for the youth.

“I know that everyone in this room is very, very strong. We can put work into positive
things and change our lives,” she said.
The foster youth were eager to share their excitement. One of the students receiving a
laptop said, “This laptop is going to make it a lot easier to set and complete the goals for
my future.”
In five years, the Computers 4 Kids program has:
•
•
•
•
•

Awarded more than 4,400 computers to youth in need across the state
Supported all 76 of the state’s Boys & Girls Clubs
Provided computers to more than 2,890 foster youth aging out of the Department
of Children’s Services program
Helped the Boys & Girls Clubs in Tennessee youth to complete over 90,000
hours of computer training
Impacted all 95 counties in Tennessee

The “Preparing Tennessee’s Next Generation for Success” project is a result of a $2.3
million American Recovery and Reinvestment Act grant awarded to the C4K program in
August 2010 by the U.S. Department of Commerce’s National Telecommunications and
Information Administration’s Broadband Technology Opportunities Program (BTOP).
BTOP provides grants to support the deployment of broadband infrastructure, enhance
and expand public computer centers, and encourage sustainable adoption of broadband
service.
For more information, please visit our website at www.connectedtn.org.
Photo: Connected Tennessee Executive Director Corey Johns (left) and Senator Jim
Tracy (right) present Jordan White with a new laptop Saturday at the First Cumberland
Presbyterian Church Family Life Center in Columbia.
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About Connected Tennessee: As Tennessee’s state broadband initiative, Connected
Tennessee is a public-private partnership that joins with technology-minded businesses,
government entities, universities and non-profit organizations to improve economic
development and enhance quality of life by accelerating Tennessee’s technology
landscape. For maps, research or more information about what Connected Tennessee is
doing to expand broadband access, adoption, and use, visit www.connectedtn.org.

	
  
About Computers 4 Kids: Preparing Tennessee’s Next Generation for Success:
Connected Tennessee’s Computers 4 Kids program is helping to prepare Tennessee’s
most vulnerable youth for success by providing them with connectivity. The program
promotes economic, career, and educational development through the provision of
computers and broadband Internet, online technology training, career training, and
community awareness that highlights the benefits of technology adoption.
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter.

	
  

